
YOUR CONNECTION 
FOR A DEPENDABLE 

WATER SUPPLY

Learn more about how this  
proposed upgrade to California’s 

aging water delivery system 
affects you
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A SOURCE FOR ALL OF CALIFORNIA
The Inland Empire’s water supply is 
directly linked to water sources 
hundreds of miles away in Northern 
California. 

A CONNECTION TO DISTANT SUPPLIES
Almost every Californian gets at least 
a portion of their water from 
snowmelt that originates in the Sierra 
Nevada mountain range. In fact, all 
of the water in Southern California’s 
largest reservoir, Diamond Valley 
Lake, makes the 700-mile journey 
from near San Francisco to the Inland 
Empire through the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta) and the 
California Aqueduct. 

A PLAN TO SAFEGUARD OUR 
WATER FUTURE

This important supply is in serious 
jeopardy due to environmental 
restrictions and the possibility of 
damage from earthquakes. The CA 
WaterFix will secure the reliability of 
this water supply while also restoring 
the vital ecosystem of the Delta. 

To learn more about CA WaterFix, 
visit californiawaterfix.com

AGENCY INFORMATION

State Water Project 
water begins its 

700-mile 
journey south

THE STATE 
WATER PROJECT

The water management system that delivers 
water from Northern California to Inland Empire.

SACRAMENTO-
SAN JOAQUIN DELTA

DEVIL CANYON 
POWERPLANT 

State Water Project 
water is distributed to 
local water agencies
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A safe and reliable water delivery 
system

Protection against earthquakes 
and climate change 

Restoration of natural river flow 
patterns

Thriving wildlife populations

Affordable, stable water supply 
for the Inland Empire

Local water supplies and water conservation are 
not enough to meet demands in the Inland 
Empire.  We also rely on runoff from Northern 
California that is captured before it flows into the 
Pacific Ocean and then transported south through 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta?
Almost all Californians get at least some water that 
has passed through the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta, an 1,100 square mile area just east of San 
Francisco. The water that flows through the Delta is 
largely snowmelt that originates in the Sierra Nevada 

mountain range. After flowing through the Delta, 
the water then makes the 700-mile journey to the 
Inland Empire through the California Aqueduct.

What’s wrong with the Delta?
The Delta was never intended to be part of the State 
Water Project!  The original design included an 
intake north of the Delta that was subsequently 
removed from the project to reduce costs. As a 
water delivery system, the Delta is fragile, vulnerable 
to earthquakes and climate change, and potentially 
harmful to local fish populations. Because so much 
of California’s economy and vitality depends upon 
reliable water supplies, we need to replace this 
fragile system with the CA WaterFix.

How does CA WaterFix help?
The CA WaterFix takes a science-driven approach to 
enhancing the Delta’s reliability and sustainability. 
The proposed improvements includes two tunnels 
40 feet in diameter running as much as 150 feet 
below ground, new water intakes designed to 
handle 9,000 cubic feet per second while protecting 
aquatic life, and about 15,000 acres of habitat 
protection and restoration. The result: protection 
against disruption of our water supply caused by 
earthquakes, floods, environmental pumping 
restrictions and rising sea levels.

Who uses this water?
We do! The Inland Empire gets about 30 percent of 
its water comes from the Delta. This water is used to 
supplement local water supplies and keep local 
groundwater levels healthy.

How much will it cost?
It will cost about $14.9 billion to complete the CA 
WaterFix, securing a sustainable water supply for 
future generations of Californians. That works out 
to about $5 a month for households throughout 
the state, a small price to pay for a reliable water 
future.

How long will the project take to complete?
The CA WaterFix is a long-term solution to the 
state’s water supply challenges. While this 
complex and ambitious effort will take decades to 
complete, our current water delivery system has 
been in use for 100 years, so the benefits of the 
project will positively impact generations of 
California families and businesses.

Will the CA WaterFix help Californians in 
times of drought?
Our dependency on water from the Delta 
increases the need for the CA WaterFix, especially 
during times of drought. If an earthquake causes 
the fragile, 100-year old levees to fail, Southern 
California could lose 30 percent of its water 
supply, further straining local water supplies 
already under stress. 

the State Water Project.  The Inland Empire has made 
a huge investment in this crucial infrastructure.  The 
CA Water Fix finishes the State Water Project by 
moving the intake north of the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta.  Moving the intake north restores 
reliability by eliminating environmental impacts and 
also improves water quality.

WHAT DOES THE CA WATERFIX 
MEAN FOR YOU?

WHY DO WE NEED THE 
CA WATERFIX?


